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‘‘THE AGITATION OF THOUGHT IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM.” 
PARTRIDGE, NO. 3 COURTLAND ST 


DEVOTED TO THE ILLUSTRATION OF SPIRITUAL INTERCOURSE. 


REET—TERMS, ONE DOLLAR AND F 


Principles of Hatre. 


FAMILIAR SPIRITS. 


SY WILLIAM FIsHBoUGH 


In the law of Moses, we find the following 

passages: “* Regard not them that have familiar spir- 
its, neither seek be defiled with 
them."—Lev. xix, 31. “And the soul that turneth 
after familiar spirits, and after 
wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set 
my face against that soul, and will cut him off from 
among his people.”"—Lev. xx, 27. “When thou art 
come into the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after the abomina- 
tions of those nations. There shall not be found 
among you any one that maketh hisson or his daugh- 
ter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, 
or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or 
s wizard, or a necromancer.”—-Deut. xviii, 9-11. 


after wizards to 


such as have 


In accordance with the spirit of these injunctions, 
it is recorded that Saul, the first king of the Israelites, 
“ put away those that had familiar spirits, and the 
wizards out of the land.”—I. Sam. xxviii, 3. Saul 
himself, however, was subsequently tempted to con- 
sult one of these proscribed personages, and, accord- 
ing to the account, obtained an interview with the! 
veritable Spirit of the Prophet Samuel. Of King Ma- 
nasseh, who reigned in Jerusalem about four hundred 
years after this, it is recorded, among other of his 
heathenish practices, that he ‘‘used enchantments, | 
and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards,” and thus | 
“ wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord” (II. 
Kings xxi, 6); but it is said that Josiah, the second 
king after Mannsseh, on discovering the previously 
lost book of the law, proceeded to reform several ex- 
isting customs which fell under its prohibition, and 
among other things that he put away “‘ the workers 
with familiar spirits, and the wizards.”—II. Kings 


l 
xxiii, 24. Í 


times be called “4 mediums,” or by visible action upon 
an image or statue, or other physical machinery 
which, by being contrived and solemnly dedicated for 
the purpose, became the point of magnetic contact 
between beings in this world and in the other. They 
were frequently consulted by individuals and families 
on occasions thought to involve any importance, snd 
their responses were implicitly followed, regardless of 
any higher spiritual source of instruction. In a sim- 
ilar way were the more dignified and potent divini- 
ties, such as Apollo and Jupiter, consulted on more 
weighty affairs, and especially by kings and govern- 
ors, upon the affairs of state. Ifthe favor of any par- 
ticular god was deemed desirable, it was customary 
to propitiate him by prayers, sacrifices, and various 
other rites and ceremonies; but all persons recog- 
nized the existence of many gods to whom they indi- 
vidually acknowledged no special allegiance. They 
were unable, in their conceptions, to connect a// ope- 
rations in the human and physical world, under the 
government of one harmonious divine agency, and 
they were thus left to naturally suppose that disuni- 
ty and antagonism among men belonged to tke estab- 
lished state of things, from which it was useless to 
expect deliverance by any unitary and all-governing 
divine influence 
Low and imperfect in their practical tendencies as 
were those conceptions, they constituted the first | 
stage in the development of the theological idea. 
As such, they were infinitely better than no concep- 
tions of divine and superintending influences, and, 
insensibly pervading, modifying, directing and con- 
trolling, the oracular utterances of, those human 
spiritual intelligences which men were disposed to 
look to as gods, the rue God “ ruled in the armies of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth,” and | 
caused such a convergence of all general tendencies | 
as would at length ultimate in the development of his 
infinitely wise purposes, and in the establishment of 
his own recognized and more obvious dominion among 
men. 
It was because this first and lowest stage of devel- 
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its types, shadows, and prophecies, it constantly 
pointed to something higher; and this was realized 
in that divine manifestation made in and through the 
person of Jesus Christ and his gospel 

Iu order more fully to illustrate this order of pro- 
gression, and to show the importance of preserving 
each subsequent and higher stage of development from 
degenerating into the previous and lower, it would, 
perhaps, be well to extend the range of our analogies. 
In my recent work, entitled “The Macrocosm and 
Microcosm,” etc., I showed that creation has ascended 
from its origin to its ultimates, and from its lowest to 
its highest developments, by a series of ascending 
gradations, as distinct from each other as the different 
steps ofa ladder; that each ascending gradation in 
the system as a whole, received its constitution and 
form by virtue of a breathing of vitalizing and ener- 
gizing influence from the Divine Spirit, into the prop- 
erly prepared materials evolved from the previous 
scales of creation, and that this divine influence thus 
breathed into each scale, becomes the inhering and 
perpetually subsisting sou? of that particular scale, 
by the dynamic agency of which it discharges all its 
appropriate functions : that the divine influence, for 
example, flowed into previously prepared cosmical 


materials, and now exists in them, in the degree of | 


the force of gravitation and its correlative forces; 
that the divine influence flowed into, and became em- 
bodied in the mineral kingdom, in the degree of chem- 
ical affinities ; that in a similar way a divine embod- 
iment occurred in the vegetable kingdom and each of 
its component forms, in the degree of vegetable life ; 
also in the animal kingdom it occurred in the degree 
of animal life ; and in the race of animalized, disu- 
nited, and sinfal man, it occurred, and now exists, in 
the degree of that particular stage of the creative 
process. It was shown, however, that in neither of 
these systems, nor in all of them together, does God 
yet exist personally as God; for only the perfectly 
pure, unperverted, and sinless man, or what is the 
same principle, the perfectly pure, unperverted, and 


sinless human society, nation, or race, or the combin- | 


| opment of the theological idea was the best that hu- | ation of all perfected races, natural, spiritual, and 

These Biblical records clearly prove that inter- manity was then capable of receiving, that the wor- | celestial, existing in all planets and heayens as one 
course with inyisible intelligences existed among the | ship of a plurality of gods was not prohibited until the | man, can constitute a suitable temple for the indwell- 
heathen, as well as Jews, of the ancient times. They | issue of the law of Moses, and then was only prohibit- ing of the personal Divinity in the entireness of his 
render it extremely probable that, according to the ed to the Israelites. I am fully prepared to believe | harmoniously combined and unperverted qualities. 
same spiritual laws, and under similar conditions, ^ | that Abraham was called forth from Ur of the Chal- | But in each ascending creation, it seems to have been 
similar intercourse between men and Spirits may | dees by an authoritative impression from a Source | the object of the Divine Being to embody more and 
exist even at the present day; and they thus remove | infinitely higher than a Mars, an Apollo, or a Jupiter. | more of himself, until the development of a suitable 
every a priori objection to the spiritual claims of the | Stil] he was expressly called the God of Abraham, | form and continent of his full persona/ nature, which 


thousands of phenomena of our own times, which can and subsequently also of Isaac and Jacob, and of all | is pure Loye, acting through Wisdom. 


not be accounted for on any hypothesis of material | their posterity, in contradistinction to the gods of | 


science The passages referred to, however, are 


frequently cited as equally prohibiting all inter- | copnized, especially in the earlier books of the Old | 


course with ultra-mundane intelligences in our own 
day; and in view of those practical questions which 
they seem to call up in connection with the spiritual 
phenomena now current, the inquiries become import- 
ant, What were the “familiar spirits” of those ancient 
times? Why were men prohibited in the Jewish law 
from holding intercourse with them? and what bear- 
ing have these prohibitions upon the permissibility of 
intercourse with Spirits in these times? Having 
been requested to unfold, through the present channel, 
my views upon this general theme, the following con- 
siderations are respectfully submitted. 

As the various families, tribes, and nations which 
sprang up and spread over the earth after the general 
deluge, were in the lowest state of mental develop- 
ment, their theological conceptions were also corres- 
pondingly low. Each individual would form such on 
idea of an overruling divinity as corresponded with 
the interior range of his intellect, and with the nature 
of those exterior phenomena which he was intuitively 
inclined to refer to divine interposition. Viewing 
things in on isolated way, and the phenomena of in- 
terior and exterior being often appearing to sustain 
antagonistic relations, they were inclined to the con- 


the heathens. These latter appear to have been re- 


| Testament, as real and not merely imaginary beings; 


ject to judgments and chastisements, as inflicted by 
the God of the Jews. (See particularly Exodus xii, 


12; Numbers xxxiii, 4.) 
| 


Until the transition from the first and lowest stage 

of the theological idea wag complete, and the second 

| and Jewish stage was finally and authoritatively in- 
troduced, the worship of the gods of the heathens dees 
not seem to have been considered os a very heinous 
offense even by the patriarchs and their descendants. 
Thus the intercourse of Jacob with his spouse Rachael, 
before leaving the house of Laban, does not appear to 
have been so tempered with exclusive zeal for Jehovah 
as to impress Rachael that on her departure she must 
not take with her the images of her father’s family 
gods. Itis not said that Jacob rebuked her on find- 
| ing these in her possession; and it was not until some 
time afterward, and when he had received a command 
| from Jehovah to “ arise, and go up to Beth-el, and 
| dwell there, and make there an altar unto God,” that 
he commanded his household to “put away the strange 
gods” that were among them.—(Gen, xxxv, 1, 2.) 
The clamors of the Israelites in the wilderness for the 


and it is clearly intimated that they were even sub- 


Now this progressive ascension of creations and 
providential dispensations by which God finally at- 
tained to the evolution of u form in which he might 
| dwell and act in all the unperverted qualities (though 
| not all the quantity) of his Being, proceeded, also, 
through a series of successive degrees in the mental 
and religious unfoldings of man; and these de- 
grees, in their most general aspect, are represented 
in the Heathen world, the Jewish world, and in the 
Christ, and all who are one with him, As the Divine 
| essence and influence is embodied in the lower stages 

of creation variously in the form of gravitative force, 
| chemical affinities, vegetable life, and animal life, 
| with all their respective parts and varieties, so in the 
| lowest stratum of the menta? creation, a correspond- 
| ing degree of the Divine is embodied in those germs 
of truth which lie at the basis of the theological con- 
| ceptions of heathendom; in the next, or Jewish stra- 
| tum, he is embodied in the idea of one omnipotent 
| Sovereign, which was the highest idea which the 
| Jewish stratum of mind could be made to receive; 
but in the Christian stratum alone, he was embodied 
fully as himself; viz., as a Universal Father, and a 
Being of pure and boundless Love. Excluding, then, 
from the remark all factitious and merely man- 
originated developments of thought, it may be said 
that Heathenism, Judaism, and Christianity are all 


Individuals, families, tribes, and nations were thus | cion that while dwelling in Egypt they had long been 


ception of a plurality of divinities as presiding over | making of a golden calf (an image of the bull Apis, | divine institutions, but each one in its particular 
different departments, and to these divinities they | worshiped by the Egyptians,) and the readiness of | place and degree, even as the same may be said of 
attributed different degrees of dignity and power. | Aaron to comply with their wishes, favors the suspi- | the mineral kingdom, the vegetable kingdom, the ani- 
mal kingdom, ete. 

supposed to haye their respective tutelar gods; and | accustomed to the religious worship common in that! We are now prepared to perceive clearly why habit- 
these, frequently differing very materially in their |country, and concerning the indulgence in which | ual dealings with “familiar spirits” were divinely 
natures, were supposed often to sustain those same | there are no recorded prohibitions. 


3 prohibited in the Mosaic law, It was simply because | 
hostile relations toward each other which existed be- 


those Spirits, when consulted in those days, were uni- 
formly consulted as petty divinities, and because 
| dealings with them as such, were incompatible with 
| that higher stratum of theological conception that 
was then to be unfolded, in which Jehovah, as the 
one and only Sovereign of heaven and earth, do- 
open converse with them—that tho Old Testament} no other gods before me.” A system of theology was | olared «I will havo no other gods before me,” Had 


F But the Israelites were now to be completely ele- 
tween thoir human proteges, A large proportion of | vated above this first and lowest stage of the theologi- 
these divinities were conceived to bo nothing more | oa] conception, and weaned from all the rites, cere- 
than the Spirits of decensed men ;* and it was to the monies, and other practices peculiar to it. Conse- 


most insignificant of these—to such as were attached quently the very first mandate of the law that was 
to the intorosts of individuals or families; and held proclaimed from Mount Sinai was, “ Zhou shalt have | 


holding communication with spirits? I answer cm- again only beyond the tomb. Such has been the doc- 
phatically, No; and will proceed to sustain my posi- | trine of the church—such the teaching of all its 
tion, by proving that that class of beings called branches whether orthodox or heretical, and however 
angels, with whom their patriarchs and prophets fre- much they might asperse and persecute each other, 
quently held interviews, were not only spirits (as they they have been unanimous in characterizing as of 
are acknowledge to have been), but even Auman | stupidity or of the Devil every phenomenon that 
spirits. But we have room for only a brief summary tended to suggest the possibility of communing with 
of the existing proofs of this point. Thus the three | the departed spirits of earth. The bigotry and intol- 
angels who visited Abraham, while dwelling upon the | erance, not only of the church, but of the literati of 
plains of Mamre, were expressly called “ men.”— the past, have prevented alike the acquisition and 
Gen. xviii, 2. Thus also the supermundane intelli- | preservation of facts upon spirital experiences, and 
gences who visited Lot previous to the destruction of investigation into the philosophy of biblical inspira- 
Sodom, were called both ‘‘ angels” and “ men.”— tion. The effect of this has been to drive a vast num- 
Gen. xix, 1,12. The prophet Zachariah speaks of a ber of the very best minds to the adoption of a purely 
celestial apparition which appeared ‘‘ among the myr- | material philosophy in religion and metaphysics. But 
tle trees,” and which he expressly calls both a man” | here, as elsewhere, truth and philosopby are found to 
and an ‘‘angel,” (Zech. i, 8-11; ii, 1-8,) and the | be the handmaids of virtue and religion. That the 
prophet Daniel applies the same cognomens inter- phenomena which form the basis and theme of the Bi- 
changeably to the celestial visitants who appeared to ble, so far as they are at all credible, were not mirac- 
him on several occasions. The last chapter of II. Mac- | ulous, is susceptible of easy demonstration. It follows 
cabees contains an account of an appearance of the | as a natural and necessary consequence of the unity 
Spirit of Jeremiah the prophet to Onias the high- | and harmony of the attributes of Deity. God could 
priest, in a form and office belonging only to angels; | only act in the exercise of all his attributes and hence 
and much in the same form appeared Moses and Elias could never overrule or go counter to any of his pre- 
to Jesus ut the time of his transfiguration, But what | vious acts. Everything in nature is but an expres- 
is, if possible, still more conclusive upon the point, is {sion of Divine will, every revelation, every law of 
the following: after St. John had seen the wonderfel | mind, all physical changes sre events happening in 
visions, and heard the sayings, which are recorded in | pursuance of Divine will or universal law. No event 
the apocalypse, he says that he fell down to worship | in harmony with the law of nature can be opposed to 
before the feet of the angel who showed him those | any law or order of nature. Hence a miracle, which 
things. Then said the angel, ‘‘See thou do it not; | supposes a suspension or transcending of the law of 
for I am thy fellow-servant, AND OF THY BRETHREN | nature, is a solecism and can not exist. We look then 
THE PROPHETS, and of them which keep the sayings | within the sphere of natural causes, natural philoso- 
| of this book: worship God.”"—Rev. xxii, 8,9. If, ds | phy, for the explanation of all phenomena. Did the 
| is here distinctly asserted, this angel was the spirit Prophets and Apostles commune with angels? Did 
| of one of the old prophets, then there is nothing to | they hear the voice of God? 4 priori, it may cer- 
| exclude the presumption, favored by the nature of tainly be shown that God speaks to every one. Not 
| things as well as by numerous other passages, that | with the audible voice, but he approaches the soul so 
all angels are in like manner but the ascended and | that His presence may be perceived by all those who 
purified spirits of men, which, as the term “‘ angel” | seek to know and feel it. We are the work of his 
| implies, are sent as messengers to this world. hand, the result of his creative power, the subject of 
In holding communication with angels, therefore, | his law, the object of his superintending providence, 
| the Jewish patriarchs and prophets held tommunica- | and therefore, whether we will or not, we must sus- 
tion with human spirits; and this was considered | tain a direct relation to his being, and it is a question 
perfeotly legitimate, simply because those angels, un- | for each man whether he will harmonize himself to 
like the ** familiar” or “ phythonic spirits,” did not, | God and thus enjoy the beatitude and guidance to 
| as petty divinities, come in their own name, but in | Which Nature is heir, or whether he will estrange 
| the name of God, and with messages encouraging the | himself from the fountain of Wisdom. All then as 
| worship and obedience of him alone as the Dispenser | well as ancient Prophets may so live as to learn of 
| of good, and the Source of truth. |God. So likewise we doubt not prophets communed 
| with the spirits of those who had lived on earth. On 
one occasion we are told that when one would have 
bowed down and worshiped a celestial visitant, the 
spirit said to him, ‘‘ See thou do it not for I am of thy 
brethren the prophets.” If then it be admitted that 
| those biblical writers saw and talked with spirits, it 
| must have been in pursuance of some general and uni- 
| versal law of mind, and if so the same phenomena may 
be again repeated by assuming the same relations and 
| conditions. Assuming it to bo so, that after death we 
| are to live again and forever, there is everything in 
Í the nature of things to enforce the probability of our 
perception of, and converse with, those of the human 
| family who have advanced to that stage of being. 


| The bearing of the Mosaic law upon the permissibil- 
| ity of spiritual intercourse at this day, will now be 
| perfectly obvious. The practice of consulting with 
“ familiar” or “ pythonie spirits,” for selfish and am- 
bitious purposes, or of seeking their instructions as 
| ultimate and absolute authorities, without any reve- 
rent rogard to the will of that God who is cognizant 
of all our acts and ‘thoughts, and to whom men, 
spirits, and angels, are all subordinate, is just as 
heathenish and damnable now, as it ever was. There 
can be no possible objection, however, even according 
to the Mosaic law, to our conversing with the spirits 
of our departed friends, or with any spirit, however 
high or low, so long as we regard them as mere falli- i : 
| ble men, not receiving their data for ultimate author- They are with us a part of the sama family of God, 
| ity, or, in any degree, giving them, in our minds, the | affiliated to us by all the ties of an identical nature. 
place of God. Nay, as high and pure spirits may as | If we are formed for a continued and ever-continuing 
| easily approach us as low ones, provided we render | existence, our present organization must contain all 
ourselves worthy of their visitations, this new spirit- | the elements of its future manifestation, all the germ 
ual unfolding may be made to us the vehicle of the | of its future unfolding. Also the future life must be 
most high and holy instructions and influences; and | in entire hormony with the present, and the principles 
considered in this light, it is our duty to study and | of being and action in each homogeneous with the 
conform to its laws, and develop its resources; but | Other. The particular theater of life and activity 
on the other hand, extensive and varied experience | May be as different from the present, as the scene and 
prompts me to submit, that; as a general rule, people | Subject of the philosopher's investigations{from the 
should not meddle much with this affair, unless they | Amusements of boyhood, but the peculiarly human 
can approach it with a cautious, conscientious, and | and mental powers must be the same. There must 
deeply and wisely religious spirit. In the absence of | exist the same capacity for love and hate, for benevo- 
these qualifications for spiritual communion, one who | lence and malignity, for the acquisition of science, for 
abandons himself to a free indulgence in it, will be | Studying the laws of God's government and the man- 
extremely liable to be led into the vain belief that he | ner of His existence. If we do not thus carry on with 
is a very great man, or that hehas a wonderful *‘mis- | US the essential attributes of ourselves, and preserve 
sion” to perform, or into other crrors and extraya- | the identity of our consciousness and capacities, the 
gances equally discreditable to himself and to the | new life would not be the continuation of the present, 
cause; and will probably end by abandoning the | buta transmuted life, which is equivalent to annihila- 
whole thing in disappointment and disgust, | tion. We being there with those of mankind who have 
<0 | laid off the body, of the same attributes and elements 
For the Spiritual Telegraph. | and living in harmony with one system of general 
MISSION OF THE NEW REVELATION. law, must have with them harmonious points of con- 
Not since the completion of the apostolic age has | tact, and conditions of reciprocal perception and com- 
there been so important and instructivo an era as tho | Y UniCation. This point of contact, these conditions 
present, Since St, John, in the isle of Patmos, was | Mental interchange, were ogoupied by prophets and 
in the spirit on tho Lord's day, it has not been sup- | apostles, and as they are nataral conditions they may 


writers appropriated the name of “familiar spirits,” subsequently unfolded for the special use of the Jows, | the Jews been permitted to involve themselves with 
These potty divinities gave their oracles and man- | which every candid person will acknowledge was in- | those petty divinities, they would undoubtedly have 

dates either through such persons as would in these | comparably superior to the highest form of heathen- | remained heathens, and all the benefits of the new 

But even this second stage of tho theological | and higher dispensation would have been lost. 

But were the Jews prohibited unguadified/y from 


__Ć : 
*Parnior, to Diw treatise on demons ani the worship of human ism, l 
Spirits, has proved this polot beyond a doubt conception was far from being perfect, and hence, by 


; à bo occupied again. So we see that communication 
posed possible for any one to see, or speak with, the | with spirits is i both with el i 
ss ~ 4 sp S 1s t- 
spirits of the departed. With the extinction of the | aanita +3 in D AA SNUS ART A 


PA Sy Y 2 “*} ural principles and with the experience of biblical 
biblical lights, and the closing of prophetic oyes, it | writers, ae it ig probable that the best clairvoyant 


was thought had passed away from earth the means experiences in spiritual things among us are about on 
of further Divine revelation, to be restored to man | tho sound plain with those of biblical writers. 
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cemity of indulging in certain considerations which lying spirits,” etc., are as much sent of God as any 
ower 5 estat rons erations nicr 

-an Bot be overlooked. 

What, for instance, do you think of the tribulations 
sent upon Pharaoh and the Egyptians in which the |. - oF aes - 
frst-born of every household was destroyed? The is said to have made bying spirits instrumental in the | that by no means proves that they are thus en rapport—that must de- 

punishment of the unrighteous Ahab, (I. Kings, xxii, 


- ~ TARA cie s 7 ise i iri leras paribu 7 be en rapport 
other class; and in case of any infiiction which is |™°45° why a disembodied spirit, celeras paribus, may not be ex rap; 


ition or chastisement, | With a human spirit at the same or a greater distance. The legitimate 


designed either for an admo 
are particularly called into service. Thus the Lord | application of that law of en rapport leads to such a conclusion—but 


sogel of the Lord is represented as doing the thing; 
do you think it must have been a malignant operation 
by an infernal spirit ? 


ae ae ee y pend on other testimony. If one spirit in the body may. impress an- 

ao, A) ADC O nave sent sn eri spir between Abim- °- . . : ~ 

Hakani the men of Bhechém, (Juices ix, 223 amdi en the body with an idea, and that idea be projected before the 
e e men Sh m, ( ges ix, 22. _- r ie 4 

slso upon Saul, (L Samuel xvi, 14,) with s view to | Mental vision or hearing, it is clear that a mind out of the body may, 


We sometimes see b 
gaged in what they intend to be a pleasant frolic. 
They ract and tear away in their wild merriment, 


ene endeavoring to get the mastery of the other, with- 


the less developed spirits have a particular province, and those ideas may be embodied in voices, sights, or smells—but can 
being employed in all severe and castigatory opera- 
tions which Heaven finds necessary in its various 


TE 5 _ ration. The Baron Swedenborg sustains a similar idea 
I shall not stop to contend with you as to what is logic, and what is | the 


by Dr. Gridley of South- running and fiying—constantly illustrates the fact that mind in the body, | and I allude to it to illustrate a principle 
instances, as or will, if you please, can overcome gravitation, to a limited extent ; | cations, as I view it, were I to enter the unseen world instantly, would 


the earth, you are bound to showit. All our knowledge of mind and | he a word to communicate 7” 


ys—good sized boys, too—en- te, ching them a salutary lesson. It is probable that if if can come im contact with a mind in the body, impress it with ideas, 


the spirit disembodied thus come in contact with minds in the body? | 
= any reference to order or decorum and with no plans for the overturning and redemption of society t Is that a fact proven to the satisfaction of any one? It may be to} 


rly r ght ids, and and that 
t n as anything can be shown f human 

rig This class of facts demolishes the main pillar of your theory, 
th pirits themse] l in all ages, are proven 

tal, or visual illusions, the pedestal of your structure is Swept 

ay, and wit t must go all th ttending phenomena The one 

s you would call it, of » g the departed spirit near 

is s pletely refuted that your theory can not be rescued but 


rescuing this point, for no important case of this class of phenomena 
nn d unconnected with this fact of ghost secing—thi spirits of 


leparted have been seen 


I bave not denied that spirits can mentally impress spirit through 


space, but have sustained this as one of the laws of our being by which 
a class of these mysteries are explained; nor have I denied, as you 
infer, that fair analogy from this law would indicate that de parted 


spirits might thus be en re ppert with embodied spirits, but I de deny 


teto that the facts claimed, as indicating this, give any evidence what- 


ever that such is the fact, but they go conclusively to show that the 
phenomena is wholly of Auman origin—thus indicating to my mind most 
forcibly that some obstacle, not understood, or overlooked, does inter- 
pose between the departed and spirits in the body 


You can call my opinions ‘‘ whimsicalities,” “ facetious mockery,” 


but you you should remember that while you claim such a mic regard 
for your owa opinions, you must accord that liberty to others which 
you claim for yourself. While your doctrines scem to me to be a most 
lamentable exhibition of human weakness and credulity, I freely admit 
that mine may seem the same to you—and to the world who disagree 
with us, I doubt not that we both appear to give evidence of being a 
couple of the sublimest dunces that exist on the globe 


A word on spirit atmosphere. I compared the breathing of spirits 


to our respiration, and the chemical changes which occurred in spirit- 


3 


life to calorification, as the best analogy that I could give of spirit respi- 


He says, in 
Spirit-world each society of spirits furnishes for itself, or has around 


it, an atmosphere, and tbat the spirits of one sphere can not breathe 


cation. This idea is sustained by all analogy drawn from animal life, 
vant, my iatellect oblique, my method out of order, my | and on this analogy I based my statement. Your acquaintance with 
spirit-anatomy does no credit to the sources of your knowledge. They 
could impart a small amount of knowledge to you on such vital topics, 
You again allude to my proposition on the imponderability of spirits, | and it would, I apprehend, be quite as interesting as what you are 


I pass over the allusion to the writings in Hebrew, and leave Deniel 


in moving bis body by force of will, and in seizing physical objects with | and Prof. Bush in the hands of the facts. 


You allude to what I promise to do when I get into the Spirit-iand, 
The law of these communi- 


The idea in your mind, or that of 


If the liberated | any medium, would work out its legitimate result. ‘Is the spirit of 
spirit holds such relations as to enable it to return, or to remain near | Dr. Richmond present?” Three raps proclaim him present. “‘ Has 


“ Yes.” “ Well, what is it?” “‘ Divide 


Gi wl ws f 3 Fra SS < = E pA - 3 LE - ; . 
ceedingly susceptible to the influence of the human | matter and bodies indicates that they must exert a vast force to remam the soil—give every man 2 home—find Franklin—down with Austria, 


and set up Kossuth.”? This will as certainly follow as I am sure to 


to return, I no more deny the existence of that spirit, as you assert, than ! die. I have agreed with no less than six friends, who are now dead, 
in denying your power to fiy across the ocean I deny your personal ex-| to return and indicate their presence. Two have pretended to retarn, 
gned to keep us near) but had forgotten their names. 
elements changed as to density, the influence | times forget their names. The second confirmed the idea, and actually 


The first asserted that spirits some- 


misstated her father’s name. And, should I die to-morrow, and a 
thousand mediums get what I have indicated, it would be no evidence 
to the world that I Aad returned, but merely indicate that the words er 
ideas in the minds of those who bad read them had been written out by 
the medium, while you and the world might claim that it was the very 
I record this explana- 


evidence I had indicated in the Tececrarn 
tion, that it may stand on record and refute the communication when it 
comes, as it may even in the lapse of a single year, or of a single week, 
or day. ‘I think the world has been greatly misled by just sach a train 
of facts. A 

This train of thought leads me to a remark on Bible facts—to which 
I did not object and which neither of us ought to disregard or set 
aside ; and when they are classed with similar facts, each should be 
treated with candor ; and as I have spoken of the specters seen by the 
persons in the New Testament, I repeat the statement that they are 
all accounted for by spectral illusion or mental reflection, and the persons 
seen follow the idea in the minds of those who saw them. The disciples 
had an indefinite train of ideas on the character and death of Christ 
They seem to be that he should be put to death—rise from the dead— 
be seen of his friends—ascend to his father—and sit on his right hand 
and judge the nations—come again in the clouds, with power and glory, 
with hosts of angels with him. The records affirm that he was put te 
death—rose from the dead—was seen of his disciples. One saw him, 
or an angel, on the stone by the door—another saw him in the sepul- 


thought of consequences, until in the excitement some 4+ 41) events, nations and individuals have bad pre- | You, but to me it is not. We clearly see that the human spirit in the | cher—Mary saw him standing by her. He appeared to his disciples im 


ene ccmes into unfortunate contact with another, re- 


sulting in the loss of an eye, or a tooth, or, it may be, | with their moral 
in a damaged limb, or n broken head or neck, and, 


diiennentio tn da ets s lorable : aie k z 
consequently, in death. The effects are deplorable lem; and it behooves us all to inquire, whether the 
but wae it not merely 2 want of consideration which false 


the above instances and in the destruction of Jerusa- 


and low and in some cases injurious demonstra- 


cisely such manifestations as were correspondent | body is limited in its physical powers, and in its mental also. The |a room—Thomas put his &ngers in the prints of the nails. His disci- 
onilitions and requirements, asin | proofs drawn from the law of en rapport go further than any other in | ples saw him by the wayside—they did not know him; they then saw 
proving the extent to which mind may act on mind through space—and | bim ascend into heaven—and Stephen saw him sitting at the right 
these facts seem consistent only in particular minds, and these minds | hand of the Father. The ideas in the minds of his friends were literally 


led to them? and were not the grown up boys merely | tions which are so frequently occurring in this age of |S€€™ to require a peculiar state of the physical system. Admitting | copied in the specters seen, and the whole of them, on their very face, 


Who would 
think of esying that our big and little rompers are 


at play at the time of the transaction ? 


ance of looking into t 


infernal, simply because their frolics sometimes end 


less of blind creduli od with a higher aim for the 


i 
in such consequences - love of God and for the true welfare and emancipa- | 


Avd so with spirite not developed. Are you not will- force 


tion of our race, than is commonly reslized or ex- Its manifestation has been quite limited, and it is admitted | 


spiritual phenomena, do not signify to us the import- | what you claim—that spirits produce these phenomena—we then bave {are palpably specters, and not the person of Christ. Christ did not 
his subject, and treating it with a clear demonstration that they, too, are limited in their influence on| rise from the dead—and what his disciples saw were reflections of their 
gross matter—and it was from this point that I reasoned as to their|own ideas. Use this as you see fit. 


You again bandy your gull-trap, “ Materialism.” Webster defines 


aware that buman magnetism, or mesmerism, affects | pressed. Fur my part, I think I see clearly that by all parties that their manifestations of mind has been very limited | substance as matter, as something, and Swedenborg distinguishes matter 
some subjects unfavorably? I have seen a person | Heaven has fully decided to commence the work, at lalso. You have claimed that they are here in body—present—near | from spirit by calling it sudstance ; you believe substance or spirit to be 


thrown into convulsions by an exertion of the will or 
a few passes from an individual who was unskilled or | zeneral aspects and relations of society, and of build- 

noteufficiently considerate of the condition of the | ing upa nobility of character and a harmonious anil | 
subject. The intention of the operator was merely to 


i r sired = cooperative condition of mankind, which will realize | 
show bis power; but exercising it without sufficient 


once, of extirpating whatever is false and foul in the | us—touch us—speak to us—and move, by some means, you don’t even |a form of matter, a something as opposed to nothing, or your words belie 
guess how, chairs, tables and various other articles. To me there is no | your meaning—and yourself and Webster, and all others, mean nothing 
evidence that they are here, or that they do these things by acting on | else—and to attempt to define it without such meaning is as absurd as 
dhe higheet ideal of what le intended and expressed in | mediums from a distance. You suppose them to be at the outer surface | a distinction made where none exists can make a thing. I believe that 


forethought, it was, in such a case, productive of sad the phrase, Christ and bis kingdom; and I am fully | Of the atmosphere; but we have no reason for supposing that to be | human spirits are propagated like the body. Do you deny that they 
results, On the same principle, spiritual magnetism | ,.i.fed that we can have, on the one hand, scenes | their location. I have carefully examined the description of every are? Who teaches that Spirits are created separate from the body and 


operates unfavorably upon some persons—those whose 
nervous or vita] systems are not in good condition. 
Enlightened spirits are very careful to avoid such 
individuals, or to operate upon them in the gentlest 


—or, on the other hand, besuties, glories and bless- | 
ings such as the Apostles enjoyed in their delightfal | 


Spaaliisicwith Honvenscoustyting is we Gil ALGO bodied spirits, but the images of men and women existing in our own 


answering to those of the Salem Witchcraft—so called | ghost, whose appearance has been recorded within the range of my! putinto it at birth. Do you, friend Brittan? 


I have never even 


reading, and their personal appearance indicates that they are not disem- | hinted that the spirit ceases to act when it ceases to exist. 


That prayer shows the ridiculous fix in which you place yourselves— 


and most soothing manrer possible. Where they sre | from or fulfill in our own Christian culture of mind | minds ; they, for instance, wear clothes, robes, hats, caps, boots, pants, hence its profanity and mockery. 


persons of coarse and selfish character, or excitable, | and heart, and in our endeavors to promote the high- | dresses, cloaks, beards, hair, etc., demonstrating beyond a cavil that | 
“4a the a mag = a ag "oe = | est practical relations of society, that work on which {they are mere specters, mental images, reflected before the mind’s eye. | 
with them, directly. oon BEEES, the Divine Father and his redeeming hosts are de- | Their voice i i 

endowed with enlarged qualities of circumspection— | oided. Let every one be wise, then, in an engaged- Kind ote FORA ows, the sama ralan bs opr mindaiieaghino re- 
being dictated by impulse rather than wisdom—do | ness in those principles and pursuits which should | 4 h 2 z 
not enter upon the work so cautiously; their own | characterize an interest in this subject. as conjecture enables us to guess what would be their voices, gestures 
pleasure is the great thing contemplated ; and hence, | J. Mawpecr | 


- 


lation whatever to the appearance or voices of departed spirits, s for 
Ppe pa *P so far if the mind is rue Man—and Psychology proves it to be so—and if this mind 


s lives after the body bas decayed, (and who does not believe it °) wh it 
and habilaments. The facts I have brought to bear on this point, cuts! demonstrate the fact z oe 


Yours truly, 


B. W. RICHMOND. 


B@ No one who has a knowledge of the science will dispute the truths 


the Psychological action of one mind over another—even at a distance. Now 


RevxoLDe 


e m a l 


"arama . <-9,- 


ES 


j] “ 
ro ROF. BRI N stroved t fi n any class of these phenomena, | The inner life of the church must be rekindled Mr. Hammond's New Book. 
i wl 5 wind s reveiw by mere assertion that your facts hav the soul clement stirred— consionce quickened Tho new work, “‘ Philosophy of the Spirit. 
~ a ry to rep! ted z ply.” I nelude that you have a heart full of that char- this alone has kept it alive in all ages— its | world, communicated by Spirits, through the 
tow 7 pets i x ats You ity wł enables you to beh mgr on your own side of the ques rdinances can not at presnt be safely aban- | mediumship of Rev. Charles Hammond,” jc 
Er Me à . I That Ye T giver her facts or arguments to show that these | doned, but they ultimately will be, and reli- | published this day, and we are ready to sup. 
z an — arrer but you nd, with all others who agree | gion will be guided by love and reason instead | ply all ordors It contains about the same 
n ats z r, tha ling wi sum] You assume that spirits can lof sects and ordinances. The profession to| quantity of matter as the “ Pilgrimage,” and 
fe litoff: T » bhere—that they ca 7 wh voice show us /igh/s—move | which I belong, at least many of them, believe | the price at rotail will bo sixty-two and a half 
, : i by t ponderable bodies—cure diseases—and what is your explanation of | that nature is running an efernal round ; that | conts We have no time to speak at length 
zoe . i } these phenomena Why you assume that they act on the electrical cur- | we live, and die, like the flower; "with me a fu- fin this connection, but the numerous readers of 
a ` i Q I rents of th ar to produce sound; you “ conjecture ™ that they “ de- | ture has alw ays been a reality. That God the preceding works through the same medium 
z a M f i : se the watery vapor in the air ™ to produce lights ; and how they | should usher spirits into the carth by myriads | will of course lose no time in becoming ac- 
“a i ables hairs, or cure the sick, you do even hint at the | mere ly to breathe and die, is charging him with | quainte d with the contents of the presont 
k action ; wł s l ire, as you cla with you, yet så converting his own universe into an ab ortion—a | volume 
= } r _ x -0 = m 
w i ’ h no explana r} admit that they da‘ y ™ to | grand laboratory where spirits are born and q z : i ’ 
. 5 : ‘ r D aiid 5 : pay Mr. Partridge, having sold his privat 
M 3 Snow write Hel snd when t tes v its condi nd to! blown out for amusement; and, so far as sci- x ‘ ` ' 
À t lo, | i bel i he lr i e i residence to Gen. Soott, has removed to No, 26 
= E x J f n and they are dressed up | ence can demonstrate our immortality, it ip- b > F Rà 
” | € ifteenth-street, where his porsofs onds 
e E = i < Sl ented i FK . West Fifteenth-street, where his persohal friend 
winds off aay - = n t Sams, ecards, coat pears to rest on the laws of gravitation and iy A $ ~ x 
' z t > bine coat nd er and } 2 t a. Š will find him except during business hours 
; n sseniied int ats, boots, caps, blue coats, gray and green—and on this point | planetary motion. The thinking, loving soul, as aan 
ress y inquiry, W bas this lo discussio assed ani yt ° i “b 4 i i 
l i is w tbe th at li l} iets Nie a by ba 4 ja frn a te nome va ian the highest element in the universe, forms THE HEBREW WRITINGS. 
F 2 or . Mis ¢3 wil o i Is } ons o 7 se T i 
- I The ghost of“ Ann, S : Aas _ tae ł ; a * n i n i . “= A . r sbeiemg itself a body of less rarety, and both MrR, Bareran: Will you allow me to correct a 
tr k itself I nd a cavil, a = claim that they —s se ey ee deme eo R JUSA quit our body of flesh and blood. The soul, | misstatement concerning me, by Prof. Bush, in the 
from th mind of t Doct who “laid | ¥#en we put the knife of criticism to them, they vanish into thin air— like the sun in the solar system, insures our | Tenkonarn of March 12, relative to the quotation 
t Yankee Dood nd “ Sweet Home,” |" solve into mere specters—me ntal shadows—— airy nothings, that sy/- cuanal aralama The higher sonteni hin Pe from the Hebrew text of Daniel, alleged to have been 
i nP i k of tl b en’ Your facts I do not deny, ** + vasontmg *’ on ind trols tl \ i | written by spirits in the sleeping room of E. P. Fow- 
, ShOws that singing ¢ to Work o a = ` = or ming controls the universe soul, or love, > aneha Di i i 5 à 
i H Y B I ey ii I only reply that the facts to show that these persons seen and heard and folt, are spirits, |. i 1 À lèr He represents me as attempting, in the TELE 
a aaa RE Be Aig I have not | ble to find; but I have arrayed facts from all bist ie the grand sun center of nature and men | ar arn of Feb, 19, * to show that the paragraph must 
~ A n i A avè no veen able to 1 i ave a yee ets 0 t story k A r i 
power can so p tiy trifle with this wh le subje us do ee 5 : = “Ke * . % ry Miracles, so called, proved to the Christian | have been written from left to right, and that this 
ludi : mbinatior nduct and character contained in that | that break the force of every assumption | world that Christ was God, and man immortal ; | fact will account for the confused and chaotic state of 
tte The opinions of chosts and their doings as taught to-day , are identi- but man has still doubted through all ages the textin the published extracts.” Whereas, says 
n kA ntertai > Parm r s0 : : l i ee Aa Prof. B., “my own invariable practice has been fo 
y =i : y ted cal with those entertained by the Pagan world three thousand years Baxter found extra proof in the scenes of} ,, 5 à r y n Smee 
; i . Ad A sorceross directed Ulysses to go to a certain island. pour warm s p a A £ $ write from left to right as Ido in English 
two classes 0 lass who were madi pirits, and > i : à + 8 viga s s ye : | witchcraft and devilisin, in England ; and Cot- | not say that it was “ written from left to right.” Dr 
3 i ilan t h th tl hoe lood o » ground, and wave his sword above : e spirits © : ik kadn Lah bs : 
eured í st and Apostles through t aid of the Holy ghost . n the ground, and wave hi x word above it, p the spirits ofth ton Mather found the same proof in the spirits, | Richmond snid it, not being aware that the fact, 
aH ye iss of sick persons who are cured by spirits, they having | dey arted heroes would appear to him; and they did, and he talked) oon and heard and felt in Salem: and the | though perfectly obvious, was not conclusive. What 
1 doctors ; and the two wings of this Spiritual army exhibit the with them, with his friends and dead companions. To him it was an Spiritualists of to-day find, for the first timi | I said was, that it was “ an attempt to copy from the 
id r ng ìl ) $ alists í s > i 
TES ` e ká e Jaai tatad « » 86 Siinatrataa the lew af : e T A '| Hebrew Bible by sig nt that Hebrew 
harming sig f P ] g devils being expelled from the | evi lence that they still existed ; to me it illustrates the law of mental | tangible proofs of a future existence | re ible by one who was ignora 
x i i . . flection It is asserted that Christ rose from the dead: Mary mis- eg s 3 3 AN Aa reads from right to left, instead of left to right as the 
— aad w ‘fae neo Corus Se camper went | ‘ d : i 2 % ivi 1 l Indh E A i i During the investigations incident to this dis- | Englith does, And this fact of ignorance, (not the 
: ta} Saws) i} : Pii - -nt .. | took 0 » gardene lying the e was clothe se he : $ ~ eri f 
at of Mary Magdalen, and devils in the bodies of men turned into doc- | took him for the garden r, implying that A wa 5 ` . hee ne are] cussion, I have abandoned some of my life-| manner of writing,) does perfectly and undeniably 
tors and curing the most alarming fits and even making s for | ASA wl” Ms disctples ; twice he appeared in their midst when the door | cherished opinions, and taken up others that T |‘ account for the confused and chaotic state of the 
poor humanity My friend Brittan tells me that the spirits acting | was shut! Once Thomas put his hands in his side ; once he vanished | had alwavs disbolieved. 1 was oducatadiin thai in the published extracts.” It accounts for the 
z . << ` . I ; +: =) p sir sic she “vs a N » ha dealara f y on, -Å Rag =. ee A fact that beginning ata period in the middle of a 
through mediums cure serious maladies, and must be good spirits, while | from their sight when they sat af supper. Once he declared that he was belief that spirits could visit this earth. T do l big or y rat l of th 
: harles Beec! nd the R Sunderland tells us the spirits of | mot a spirit, but had ‘‘ blood and bones”?! Once they talked with-him : : : i . | line, he gives the right hand portion instead of the 
tev. Charles Beecher and noT- ee ey ae vet 4 fe 1 aia i pi ; a i khi 7 not now believe it. I never believed in a trin- | left. It accounts for the fact that at the close, he 
the pr N f s-—a sort of evil genius—who have by the wayside, and did not oe um nee he asked them to dine ity, as taught. I now see clearly that the idea | gives the left hand portion of the line instead of the 
f n, as in the days of Christ, and made them “‘ by the sea shore ; they knew him but dare not say so. Once he was has a foundation in Nature. Two forces, father | Tight. It accounts for the fact that he transposed a 
» DA m ane i x z s 
í fi t selves,” and they are improperly termed devils parted from them and ascended into glory. To the religious world the | and son—producing a third, or spirit—is thi | word from the right hand extremity of a line, to the 
P, a { S — gi i 5 —) ) 


her, and after Christ had established the | above facts are of momentous value. May I put a few inquiries to the 
i by “ by casting out such devils,” these devils, or | public on the above facts : 


through the door when it was shut ? 


Did that ‘‘ blood and bones” body pass 
Did that ‘* blood and bones ” body 
Had his wounds in his side healed 

If ** blood and water ” 
at his death, had it been re-supplied 


turned fidllers and doctors, 
This is an | vanish out of their sight at supper ? 


k here—have 
t Yandee Doodle 


kind of 


’ and curing the sick 
devils that Christ cast out, 
upon their privileges If Mr. Beecher has Í through the wound of the spear 


when Thomas thrust in his hand ? came out 


I 
i tho 


when Thomas saw him ? 


not burned the fingers of the Church, then I am no judge of hot irons. Was it his body of “ blood and bones ” that 
The cures by the spirits already go as far as Christ’s cures went, facts parted from the disciples and ascended into heaven? Or, did he ap- 


az well attes spirits affirm that they are verily the | pear to them in a spiritual body, at supper, by the wayside, by the sea- 


ers, mothers, wives, sisters and children, returned | Side, when he vanished from their sight, and when he appeared in their 
1 advice Did his spiritual body eat the fish with 


to us—they speak kindly, o in most eases, and still Mr. 
Beecher and Mr. Sunderland affirm they are cheats—low scamps that | his disciples? Do spirits eat fish ? Was it his spiritual body that 
If so, what became of the old body of * blooc 


| cended into heaven ? 
[and bones”? If he was mistaken by Mary for the gardener, ho was 


spirits of frier 
give good midst while the door was shut ? 


as- 
lie and cheat and are called devils in our Bible 


You have not shown that spirits c disease at all—you have shown 


that-persons are suddenly cured by the aid of persons not physicians— clothed, of course; men don’t work in Judea in a nude state. If he} 
À š | was dressed, had he on real clothing, and where did he get it? I ask 


and I have met you by a similar class of facts—just as wonderfal— 


of the world a solution of these difficulties. Taken literally, the various 


clearly the work of minds in the body acting each upon the other by | 
. sympathy. 
various influences, and effecting cures as marvelous and sudden as those 
I admit both class 
of facts, but they present no more claims to a spiritual origin than hun- 


appearances of Christ, to his disciples and others, can not be reconciled 
or explained. They irretrievably contradict and confound each other. 
It is claimed that his old body of ‘‘ blood and bones ”’ 

| dead, the wounds in his side were felt and seen; he ascended, as they | 


I have before me a still larger number of cures, the work of 


recorded in the Bible or attested by Spiritualists. arose from the 


| affirm, and must have dropped his corporeal body. 


The cases ot 
possession, cured by Christ, show nothing more clearly, so far as symp- | 


dreds of others clearly not attributable to such a cause. 

There is but one solution of these various statements: The whole 
narration, with all its facts, to my mind, demonstrates the whole to have 
been a spectral illusion—a mental reflection ; for the appearance of this 
spirit to the disciples accords with that of every other ghost on the 
records of history. It had on garments—ate—talked—vanished from 
| sight—appeared in the room suddenly when the doors were shut, and 


toms are described, than that they were cases of epilepsy, hysteria, lunacy 
and various spasmodic affections. The present age, I apprehend, know 
quite as much of pathology, anatomy and physiology, as Christ and his 
apostles, and I admit, without hesitation, that my veneration for their 


medical and anatomical knowledge is much the same that I have for the 
knowledge of Moses and Aaron on the subjects of geology and plane- exhibited all the evidences of an intangible, imaginary being. 


tary motion 


Josephus says he saw a countryman of his casting out| This criticism will, I am aware, be regarded asan act of great auda- 
devils and evil spirits; he held a poisonous root, fixed to amagical ring, | city, but truth is truth, and as an honest man I feel bound to put my 
to the nose of the demoniac, and drew out the spirit through his nostrils ; | opinions where they can be refuted if they are false. I ask no immu- 
and to show that he truly came out, he told the spirit to go into a basin | nity from criticism. I have carefully compared the above facts of 
of water set for the purpose a foot off—which he did, and upset the | spirit-seeing with every other on record, and the result has been that 
basin and spilled the water. one of the pillars of the world’s faith and religious belief has been 
The Church will 


on many points, T am surs, when they under- 


In my eitations of wonderful cures, I gave a variety of facts, showing | swept from my mind, viz., the resurrection of Christ. 
the fluence that often followed from apparently inadequate causes ; | not “ favor my views ” 
and the case of the patient affected by nux vomica has many analogous | stand me. 
facts. A patient once ate the paper on which the prescription was} As my theory sweeps away miracles, as taught, and the resurrection 
written instead of getting the medicine and it acted as a cathartic ; the | of Christ, and all the external evidences of our religion, you will ask, 
effect followed the idea in the mind. Another patient took bread pills | of course, on what I base my belief in a future lifc and of a supreme 
and was told that they were mercury, and salivation followed. You|being? A universal interior consciousness of a future immortality, more 

cite various cures and claim them as spiritual ; I cite similar cures and | or less distinct, in all the nations of men that have ever lived. All 
show their cause, which completely cuts up your pretense of spirit influ- | men have had their religion, and it has corresponded to their capacities. 
ence, The ‘* wooden tools ” of the Pagan nations, as Carlyle calls them, have 
result of the action of the patient’s own mind,” is your conclusion, and | been of service to mankind. The Jews, God’s chosen race, had no 
not mine; many cases occur where the cure is the work of some other | notion of a future. Christ, who subverted the Jewish worship and 
mind acting on the neryous and mental system of the patient. A man |shook Paganism fo its center, was a Platonist in many things. His 
deaf and dumb for many years, while listening to the jokes and tricks | pulpit is his grand idea; his ordinances, like the wooden tools of the 
of Grimaldi, during an uproar of laughter, broke out in a loud voice, He based his system on simple justice, 
“ What a d—d funny fellow!” He could, from that hour, both speak | right, Jove your neighbor as yourself. It is the deepest-soul principle of | 
and hear. The general mirth of the occasion excited a strong desire to | existence, and consciousness makes this so clear that ten thousand reve- | 
speak; he made a great effort, and spoke. This Grimaldi became old | lations could make it no plainer. 
and nearly lost his power to walk, but on being told his son was dead, | only safe course for individuals or nations. 
rushed up a long flight of stairs with the agility of a child, and told his | ments of religion within,it, and all history proves that individuals, in 
wife her child was dead. Now suppose that I set up a claim for a spir- | all nations, rise up and give a new impulse to old ideas, or subvert ex- 
itual origin for all such facts, and quote as an evidence of miracles that 
the “ lame walk, the deaf hear, the dumb speak ?—weuld it not bea 
most profound evidence that spirits existed in a future state and had 
returned here on crrands of mercy. These magnetic mental cures 
among nervous persons will be indefinitely extended in the space 
of ten years among Spiritualists, and let Mr. Beecher prove, if he will, | the same time, introduced a new system of philosophy and changed the 
that it is the work of devils, such as Christ cast out, perhaps people will | religious aspect of his race. Christianity has had its fashions. The | 
believe him. grand quarrel between Athanusius and Arius still animates the world, 

With characteristic sagacity yon claim that I “ bave abandoned my | and, in some sense, is'represented by the fio great partics—Catholic | 
position ’’—‘‘ that my Course is evasive and as assertions are cheap fand Protestant. Luther struck a strong blow at catholicism or abso- | 
I meet these with an assertion. I have not abandoned my positions, or'|luteism, while protestantism is dying in its spirit under the power of 
evaded your facts 
that spirits either produce or cure disease ; your bare assumption that 
certain facts indicate such a cause, is assumption only. Step by step I 
have met all your facts by parallel facts, that haye confounded and de- 


That all the cures that haye been claimed as spiritual are the 


Pagan, have had their uses. 


Honesty, unalterable right, is the 
Every nation bas its ele- 


isting systems. Paganism has its various divisions; the Jewish system 
founded by Moses, and based on sacrifices, was broken by Christ in its 
center ; Fo revolutionized China, about the same time, by a similar set 
of ideas; Mahomet destroyed the “‘ Zribe spirit” of his people, and ren- 


dered them national, and overran Europe ; Taosse, in Hindostan, about 


You have not presented one scintilla of evidence | gold, and he is a blind man who does not see that the Christian system | 
will change forms, as it has already done, and a new life force—a new 
impetus—be infused into men that will carry them onward and upward. 
Change has been the history of the world, and change it will still be. 


grand law of the Universe, and finds its illustra- 


tration in sex—male and female—in sun and 
planets—centripetal and centrifugal. This idea, 
when symbolized, becomes in theology the trin- 


ity. All analogy teaches us that these two 


left hand extremity of the line below. It accounts 
| for the fact that he puts the period at the beginning of 
the verses, and omits them at the end. And this is all 
the chaos and confusion there is. But Prof. B. deems 
these “insufficient reasons.” He feels “n difficulty in 
conceiving that any one who should, of set purpose, 
| have undertaken to copy a portion of the Hebrew text 


forces range throughout the planetary universe ; 
and what we observe of our own planet teaches 
us that all planets are made for the abodes of 
rational beings, and all beings are under a law 
of progress, from a lower toa higher state—and 
I infer that all planets have the same laws, both 


(all have laws, religion, and science, and the | glish does. 
| love element inyolved in the race will ultimate- | that the copyist did so suppose ? 


ly control and wield the opposing forces, till all 
rational beings in mind and morals are con- 
trolled by it. 
and we have differed at every step—yet the 


This discussion is nearly closed, 


spirit of that difference has not been marked by 
ill temper. 


I regard the race as under the control of uni- | 


versal laws; you seem to think that we are un- 
folded by special providences. 
spirit returns or remains after death near the 
earth; I think it finds a residence on the rarer 
T at- 


planets lying outward from our earth. 


You think the | 


from the book of Danid), or any other book, and should 
| yet have blundered so egregiously as some one has 
done in the transcription of those verses. With the 
plain’printed text before him, why "should he not have 
studied the utmost possible accuracy in the copy?” 
He did study the utmost possible accurcy in the copy, 
| even to the placing of the periods, on the supposition 


l | physical, mental and moral, that controls ours ; {that the Hebrew reads from left to right as the Ea- 


Can there be a rational doubt, therefore, 
And yet Prof. Bush, 
in the TeLeGrarn of Feb. 19th, as quoted from the 
SHEKINAH, says, “Iam perfectly satisfied that he 
(E. P. Fowler) never did it.” In the TELEGRAPH of 
March 12, he says, “ I, for one, am satisfied that he 
(E. P. Fowler) had no conscious agency in it.” It 
would be interesting to know by what laws of evi- 
dence Prof, B.'s mind is governed, Waa. CARTER 
Pirrsrie.y, IL, March 28, 1853 
eo 


| FOR SALE. 


The present proprietors having made a con- 
tract with the New-York Stereotype Association 
for printing the Telegraph the ensuing year, 
the undersigned offers for sale the type, fixtures, 


tribute the force that performs these acts to the | ate, of this paper. The present issue will show 


of spirits disembodied. You regard it as a 


special favor for the good of the race ; I regard 


it as a note of preparation sounded by the laws 
of our being to mark the upward moyement of 


the human race. I think the human mind can 
will matter; you think none but disembodied 
minds can perform such an act. I think mind 
can commune with mind through space; you 
think spirit minds carry tais intelligence from 
place to place. You think the spirits of the 
are our own ideas reflected before our mental 
You think that 
spirits return and cure diseases; I think Beech- 


vision as tangible objects. 


er’s devils have nothing to do with such cures. 


I conclude that mind will be used as a motive | 


force in mechanical and commercial pursuits ; 
that telegraphing will be mental, in place of 
the wires; that when our psychological temper- 
ament is fully unfolded, all nations will hear in 


the same tongue, and love and sincerity will | 
| guide us instead of selfishness and falsehood. 


all 
trickery, or devilism, and will soon disappear. 
I think it a voice from the inuer life, imperfect 
as yet, but destined to supersede the church 


The world thinks that spiritualism is 


and move the race toward a higher life. 


To me the discussion hus been profitable and 


agreeable. I am a better and stronger man— 


comprehend God and duty much better—and 
close with the wish that we may both remember | directions 


that the great object of life is Truth 
Truth Yours truly, 


R. W. RICHMOND. 


MEDICAL. 


CUATYOTANDR applied to the discovery and cure 
of disease, by MRS. BRIGGS, under the super- 


vision of MRS. WM. ALLEN, at No. 112 Christie-st. 
near Grand, New-York. 


couse to attend, can be examined by sending a loo 


of their hair—in which case the charge will be Three 


Dollars. Address MRS, WILT'AM ALLEN, 


No. 112 Christie st,, New-York 


« | receive attention, 
God isl 


Terms—always in advance 
|—One Dollar for ench examination, when the patient 
is present; those at a distance, or anable for pay 


| . 
human mind; you attribute them to the mind | the condition of thè type, and the fixtures, 


which were all new one year ago, are of course 
The whole will 
be disposed of on very reasonable terms for 
Address 


comparatively little injured. 


cash. CHarLEes PARTRIDGE. 


PSYCHO-MAGNETIC PHYSICIANS. 
R. J. R. METTLER AND LADY, have for some 
years’ applied Clairverance, and other kindred 

agents, to the treatment of the sick, and will continue 

to make Clairvoyant Examinations, and to give such 
diagnostic and therapeutic suggestions as are required 


| departed are seen ; I think that all such spirits | jn the successful practice of the healing art 


Tenms:—For Olairvoyant examinations includin 
prescriptions, $5, if the patient be present, and g10 
when absent. When the person to be examined can 
| not be present, by reason of extreme illness, distance 
or other circumstances, Mrs. M. will require a lock 
of the patient's hair 

Mrs. Mettler also gives psychometrical delineations 
of character by having a letter from the unknown 
'| person, which, without unfolding, is placed against 
her forehead—Terms for psychometrical readings, $2 
each, always in advance. 

Address DR. J. R. METTLER, 
No. 8 College-st., Hartford, Conn. 


| CLAIRVOYANT EXAMINATION. 
R. SWAN and Madame JOHNSON, the celebrated 
Mesmeric and Botanic Physicians, are perma- 
nently located at No. 810 Madison-st., between Mont- 
} gomery and Gouverneur-sts., where they can be con- 
sulted daily on the examination of diseases, and pre- 
| scribe medicine for the same; and will give a correst 

account of absent friends, lost or stolen property, 
(all business transactions. Satisfaction guarantee, 

or no charge 

Dr. SWAN prepares his own remedios, and medicine 
sent to all parts of the country, if requested, with full 
All letters must be post-paid, in order to 


Take the East-Broadway or Grand-st. omnibus, 
| stop at Gouverneur-st.—brings you within two blocks 
| of my residence. 
| Office hours from § to 12 and 2 to 91-2 P. M 


CLAIRVOYANT EXAMINATIONS 


PPLIED to the Disoovery and Cure of Disease, by 
ZÀ MRS, HAYES—that good and faithful Clairvoy- 
ant—the Ladies Medical friend. Mrs. Hayes was 
well known for many remarkable Cures, while with 
Drs, Brown & Hallock, when in Chambers-st. of this 


City. 

MRS. HAYES can be consulted Daily, at her Office, 
No 116 Spring-st., between Mercer and Green-sts., 
40-03 


near Broadway, New-York City 


